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1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues

1.1 To note the correspondence received from the Minister of Justice in relation to the need for a
standalone Hate Crime Bill.

2.0 Recommendations

2.1 The Committee is asked to note the correspondence as set out in the report.

3.0 Main report
Key Issues

3.1 The Committee will recall that, at its meeting on 21st November, the Members of the Committee
were provided with an update on the results of a formal public consultation on draft byelaws for
the city centre and further engagement.

3.2 During discussion, the Committee agreed that, to deal with some of the obstructive, threatening
and abusive behaviour in the city centre, it write to the Justice Minister to outline the need for a
standalone Hate Crime Bill and highlight the requirement for an additional class of offenses,
noting that the change model in sentencing did not go far enough.

3.3 Subsequently, Democratic Services wrote to the Minister for Justice and a response has been
received at Appendix 1.

3.4 Financial and Resource Implications
None associated with this report.

3.5 Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment
None associated with this report.

4.0 Appendices — Documents Attached

Appendix 1 — Response from the Justice Minister.




